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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5217

Passed Legislature - 2012 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By Senate Hi gher Education & W rkforce Developnent (originally
sponsored by Senators Shin, Wite, Nelson, Sheldon, Mirray, Delvin,
Rockefell er, Harper, Kline, Keiser, Conway, Chase, Ei de, and Fraser)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 18/ 11.

AN ACT Relating to appointing student nmenbers on the board of
trustees for community coll eges; anendi ng RCW 28B. 50. 100; addi ng a new
section to chapter 28B.50 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that decisions made by
governing boards of each respective institution greatly inpact the
lives of students and that student participation in the decision-mnmaking
process can provide insight into the inpacts of actions by trustees
that are not always neasurable through reports and statistics.
Students are on canpus every day using services and experiencing
aspects of the institution that board nmenbers nmay only see on paper,
providing a wunique and valuable perspective that should not be
over | ooked.

Students serving on governing boards of higher education have
proven effective in Washington and in over thirty other states. For
over ten years students at Washington's four-year institutions of
hi gher education have served as voting nenbers on the board of
trustees, regents, and the higher education coordinating board,
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providing greater depth in board deliberations and a well-educated
conduit for students to voice i deas and concerns.

The student perspective at conmmunity col |l eges al so brings the board
closer to their comunity. Student popul ations at community coll eges
are the nost diverse of any institution of higher education in the
state. Being on canpus and in class every day, students are exposed to
a nore diverse group than any nenber of the board representing any one
group of the community.

Student positions on governing boards are al so a val uable tool for
devel opi ng | eadershi p through experiential |earning. Student nenbers
| earn processes of institutional governance, becone involved in canpus
proj ect s, anal yze policy proposals, and participate in Dboard
di scussi ons and deci si on maki ng.

It is the intent of the legislature to enhance community coll ege
governance by fostering a nore dynam c relationship between students
and institutions through the encouragenent of student participation in
policy devel opnment and deci sion making at the district and state |evel.

Sec. 2. RCW28B.50.100 and 1991 ¢ 238 s 37 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

There is hereby created a board of trustees for each college
district as set forth in this chapter. Each board of trustees shall be
conposed of five trustees, except as provided in section 3 of this act,
who shal |l be appointed by the governor for ternms commenci ng Oct ober 1st
of the year in which appointed. In making such appointnents the
governor shall give consideration to geographical diversity, and
representing |abor, business, wonen, and racial and ethnic mnorities,
in the nmenbership of the boards of trustees. The boards of trustees

for districts containing technical colleges shall include at |east one
menber frombusi ness and one nenber from | abor.

The successors of the trustees initially appointed shall be
appoi nted by the governor to serve for atermof five years except that
any person appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the
expiration of any termshall be appointed only for the remainder of the
term Each nenber shall serve until a successor is appointed and
qualifi ed.

Every trustee shall be a resident and qualified elector of the
college district. No trustee may be an enpl oyee of the community and
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technical college system a nenber of the board of directors of any
school district, or a nenber of the governing board of any public or
private educational institution.

Each board of trustees shall organize itself by electing a chairnman
fromits nenbers. The board shall adopt a seal and may adopt such
bylaws, rules and regulations as it deens necessary for its own
governnent. Three nenbers of the board shall constitute a quorum but
a lesser nunber may adjourn from tinme to tinme and may conpel the
attendance of absent nenbers in such manner as prescribed in its
byl aws, rules, or regulations. The district president, or if there be
none, the president of the college, shall serve as, or nmy designate
anot her person to serve as, the secretary of the board, who shall not
be deened to be a nenber of the board.

Menbers of the boards of trustees nay be renoved for m sconduct or
mal f easance in office in the manner provided by RCW28B. 10. 500.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A newsectionis added to chapter 28B.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Boards of trustees for each college district, by mgjority vote,
may establish a sixth trustee that shall be filled by a student. The
governor shall select each student nenber froma list of candi dates, of
at least three and not nore than five, submtted by the associated
student governnents or their equivalent of the college district. The
student nmenber shall hold his or her office for a term of one year,
begi nning July 1st and endi ng June 30th, or until the student nenber's
successor i s appointed and qualified, whichever is later. The student
menber shall be a full-tinme student in good standing at a college
within the college district at the tine of appointnment and throughout
the student's term If the student nenber fails to be enrolled at the
college full-time or forfeits his or her academ c standi ng, the student
menber is disqualified and a new student nenber nust be appoi nted.

(2) A student appointed under this section shall excuse hinself or
herself fromparticipation or voting on matters relating to the hiring,
di scipline, or tenure of faculty nmenbers and personnel or any other
matters pertaining to collective bargaini ng agreenents.

Passed by the Senate February 13, 2012.

Passed by the House March 5, 2012.

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 29, 2012.
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